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“Scientific reasoning is a linguistic
process. The work and thinking of
scientists are grounded in specialized forms of communication that
reflect particular patterns of language. Therefore, it is difficult to
conceive of teaching science without
teaching writing at the same time.”
— Julie Wollman-Bonilla, professor
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project has been launched
at Rhode Island College that
seeks to unite the teaching of
science and literacy for all Rhode
Island school children.
Called the Science and Literacy
Integration Project (SLIP), its goal is
to improve inquiry science, English,
language arts and reading literacy.
A SLIP Institute is planned for 115
Rhode Island K-8 teachers, student
teachers and school administrators
by RIC faculty members from the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences and
Feinstein School of Education and
Human Development and K-8 teachers, principals, curriculum directors
and staff trainers, forming a K-16
team.
The Institute will convene July
8-12 at RIC at no cost to participants. A follow-up is planned for
Dec. 5. Three graduate credits are
available for participants.
“This project helps teachers and
administrators plan purposely for
integrating science and literacy.
Reading, writing and speaking are
included in literacy,” says Greg
Kniseley, professor of elementary

FIRST GRADE “SCIENTISTS” apply inquiry and record observations of freshwater
organisms in their science notebooks.
education and project director.
The project has been funded
$95,000 for one year by the
state Office of Higher Education's
Eisenhower Professional Devel–
opment Program. Support also is
being provided by RIC, the East Bay
Educational Collaborative and the
state Department of Education.
Specialists from California will
join the Institute faculty in making
presentations and leading interactive workshops.

Planning and conducting presentations and workshops will make “a
good model of higher education and
K-12 working together for school
improvement and helping children
achieve high standards in science,
reading and writing,” says Kniseley.
One keynote presentation by
Michael Klentschy, superintendent
of El Centro schools in California,
will examine the success and methContinued on page 4
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Chris ’78 and Barry Brown, ’75
and master’s ’89, of Warren are a
Rhode Island College couple who
recently made the headlines in their
local newspaper.
“Browns’ healthy menu leads to
family business” read the Warren
Times-Gazette.
Chris, who loves to cook, founded
The Natural Choice, a program
offering a vegetarian and dairy-free
method of cooking.
And cooking is something she’s
“darn good at,” says Barry, who
often helps out.
Chris does private cooking,
teaches workshops and cooking
classes, and provides individual consultations for individuals and families who want a healthier, plantbased diet.
Husband Barry assists her with
preparation of vegetables, washing
dishes, “lots of typing” and general
support when she teaches in-house.
“Barry really encourages and supports me. We’re a good team,” says
Chris.
And Barry benefits directly from
the resultant healthy diet, one free
from meat, dairy products or sugar.

HOME COOKING: Barry and Chris
Brown in their Warren home. (What’s
News Photo by George LaTour)

“Barry was diagnosed with nonHodgkins Lymphoma in 1992 and
that is when we changed our eating
habits. It’s the best thing we ever
did,” says Chris.
“I have a non-curable disease but
my diet has made me healthier than
I have ever been in my life,” he
attests.
For the past nine years, Chris has
been educating herself on food and
how it can be used as the foundation for a healthy lifestyle.
Once Chris had her specialized
diet down, she decided to help others and began The Natural Choice
five years ago after five years of
social work practice and a stint as a
graphic layout artist.
“The Natural Choice grew from
my desire to share with others how
to make more informed choices and
have greater influence over their
health in the present and future,”
she says.
Becoming well-known throughout Rhode Island and southeastern
Massachusetts, she has co-hosted
“A Day of Food and Healing” conference with All That Matters, a
Continued on page 4
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The Way We Were…
This popular item in What’s News continues so you can revisit your
alma mater with a selection of photos from the College’s past, whether
the current era (Rhode Island College) or past eras (Rhode Island
College of Education or Rhode Island State Normal School). We invite
your contribution of old photos, along with sufficient information
about each, such as who’s in the photo and what they are doing, the
year it was taken and place (if possible). In the meantime, we’ll continue searching our files for interesting pictures of past College life.

DANCING THE NIGHT AWAY at the Senior Formal of 1993 at the Biltmore
Hotel in Providence. If you or someone you know is pictured here, please
contact the Office of News and Public Relations at 456-8090.

Focus on the Faculty and Staff
Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit items of information about
their professional endeavors to What’s News, Office of News and Public
Relations, 300 Roberts Hall or email them to cpage@ric.edu.
Chris Mulcahey, associate professor and art specialist at the Henry
Barnard School, has published a
paper in the January issue of Young
Children, the journal for the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children. The paper, “Takehome Art Appreciation Kits for
Kindergartners
and
Their
Families,”
describes
an
innovative
project
used
with the children at the
Henry Barnard
School,
and
focuses
on
teacher collaboration,
aesthetic inquiry, and home and school
partnerships
E. J. Min of the communications
department, has published an article entitled “An Alternative Strategy
for Transcultural Communication”
in World Futures: Journal of General
Evolution (Winter 2001, Vol 57). He
has also been selected as one of 75
communication/journalism professors in the nation to participate in
the 2002 Faculty/Industry Seminar
(Topic:
From
Newsroom
to
Boardroom — How Current Events
are Altering the Media Landscape)
sponsored by International Radio
and Television Society Foundation
Inc. (IRTS) from March 20-24 this
year in New York City. IRTS underwrites the accommodations of 75

Once Upon A Time…

Reading program has happy ending to semester
The importance of early childhood literacy development was
the message from President John
Nazarian to 30 student volunteers
of the College’s Once Upon A
Time…Reading
Program
for
Preschoolers, at their end-of-semester sharing session on Dec. 14 in
Donovan Dining Center.
Nazarian praised the student volunteers for their efforts and urged
them to continue to instill good
reading and literacy habits in their
future classrooms.
The event was organized by Liz
Garafalo, program coordinator, as
an opportunity for student volunteers to share some of the books
and projects presented during last
semester’s read-aloud story sessions. The program places student
volunteers in 63 participating child
care facilities throughout the state
to conduct hour-long reading sessions to preschool age children.
Student volunteers are from the
elementary and secondary education programs, and the College of
Arts and Sciences.
Representative Stephen Anderson
'72, D-Dist-42 and co-founder of
Once Upon A Time…, spoke of the
value and success of the program
and its volunteers.
“The success of the program is
most evident in the stories that
come from the participants themselves. They are as individual as
each participant and proof of the
real value of the program,” said
Anderson.
The Once Upon A Time… reading program began in 1997 and has
been highly regarded among the
College community as a way for
students to gain valuable pre-pro-

WORKSHOP: John Converse, a junior in elementary education, explains his use
of over-size books when he reads to children at the Knee High Nursery in East
Providence. Converse is one of the students who took part in a workshop for
the “Once Upon a Time” reading program for preschoolers, held Dec. 14 in the
President’s Dining Room in the Donovan Dining Center. (What’s News Photo by
Gordon E. Rowley)
Madeline Nixon, professor of elefessional experience, fulfill commumentary
education and director of
nity service hours and start chilthe
program,
and Garafalo were
dren on the road to literacy. The
recently
invited
by the New England
Departments of Higher Education,
and the Rhode Island Department Reading Association (NERA) to pubof Elementary and Secondary lish an article about the program in
Education have recognized the pro- their January 2002 journal.
The program is currently seeking
gram as a high caliber literacy inifunding for the 2002/3 fiscal year.
tiative.

college/university professors.
Raquel Shapiro, associate professor at the Henry Barnard School, and
Ronald G. Shapiro, program manager of the IBM Technical Learning
Curriculum, will have an article
published, entitled “Achieve Your
Personal Best: Optimize Your
Assumptions” in the Winter 2002
issue of the Delta Kappa Gamma
Bulletin.
Jianhong Liu, associate professor
of sociology, was recently interviewed by Newsweek magazine correspondent Paul Mooney from Beijing
on the topic of juvenile delinquency
in China. The
article
was
published
in
the Nov. 25,
2001 international issue of
Newsweek. The
article cited Liu
for
his
socio-economic
i n s ti tu ti on a l
change explanations of rising crime rates in China.
Jane Williams, associate professor
of nursing and department chair, has
been named a member of the Rhode
Island Hospital board of trustees.
Laura G. Khoury, assistant professor of sociology, wrote the chapter, “Race Consciousness in Arab
Thought,” that was published in the
book Race and Identity in the Nile
Valley by the Red Sea Press. Her article, “The Rise and Demise of Oslo:
Globalization and the Middle East,”
was published in The Middle East
Affairs Journal in the November
issue. Khoury has had another chapter, “Women and Social Change
Between 1900 and 2000: The Case
of the United States,” accepted for
the edited volume of Women 2000:
A Century of Change Around the
World to be published by Zed Books,
Ltd. in London this summer. She
presented a paper, “Rewriting the
History of the Middle East: The
Narrative Account of the New Israeli
Historians,” before the annual meeting of The American Sociological
Association in Anaheim, California
in August 2001, and she has a
paper, “The Consciousness of Race
in Arab Islamic Thought,” accepted
for reading before the 2002 meeting
in August in Chicago. Khoury serves
on the editorial advisory board
for the journal African American
Studies.
Pamela Jackson, professor of sociology and director of the justice
studies program, presented a paper
“Minority Visibility, Immigration
Restrictionism and Criminal Justice
Supervision of Minorities: Germany:
1970-1997” at the annual meeting of
the American Society of Criminology
Nov. 7-10, 2001 in Atlanta, Ga.
She also presented a paper
“Transnationalism, Human Rights,
Citizenship and Immigration Policy
in Germany and the United States,”
which she co-authored with Bruno
Salzmann, at the annual meeting
of the Society for the Study of
Social Problems Aug. 17-19, 2001
in Anaheim, Calif. A third paper,
“Globalization, Transnationalism,
and Historically Patterned Dominant/
Subordinate Relations: Influences
on Human Rights and Immigration
Policy in Germany and the United
States,” was given as a refereed
roundtable presentation before
the Section on the Sociology of
Population at the annual meeting of
the American Society of Population
in August.
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High school history teacher is a real class act
by Jane Fusco
What's News Editor

W

ho said history class has to
be boring?
Not the students in Alex
Russo’s (’85, MEd ’95) U.S. History
senior class at North Attleboro High
School, because they never know
what – or who – to expect from their
teacher.
Russo, who has a flair for the dramatic and a host of voice impressions, likes to present his students
with visual and audio adaptations of
their lessons. Anyone from Winston
Churchill to JFK might “appear” in
class at an appropriate time.
In a recent lecture on American
post-World War II lifestyles of
the 1950s, Russo taught his class
dressed in black garb, beret, and
sported a goatee that was the look
of a “Beatnik.” During the class, he
beat a Congo drum, read poetry and
played jazz music while explaining
the role of this symbol of American
counter culture. Students got into
the act by reciting their own versions of Beatnik-type poetry adding
a modern, hip-hop beat to it.
After the '50s came what the
textbook calls the “Turbulent 60s.”
Students entered the classroom
on Dec. 5 to the sounds of Jimi
Hendrix and Bob Dylan music blar-

PEACE: Alex Russo conducts a class in
60s attire.
ing. Handmade signs that read “Hell
No We Won’t Go,” “Give Peace A
Chance,” “Make Love Not War,” and

the peace symbol design, lined
the classroom walls. Standing in
front of the classroom was Russo,
dressed in a tie-dyed shirt, fringed
vest, faded bell bottom jeans, love
beads, an authentic 60s peace symbol pendant loaned to him by
another teacher, round wire rim
glasses, scraggly beard and hair
that hung to the middle of his
back.
“I’m a flashback from the 60s,”
he said to the incoming students
who were in awe of his appearance.
It was obvious that the 39 yearold, usually conservative-looking
and clean-shaven Russo had gone
to great lengths to alter his appearance for this day.
Following a discussion on the
protests of the Vietnam War and the
riots at Ohio’s Kent State University
that resulted in the deaths of four
students, Russo led the class to
the computer writing lab for a
video presentation prepared by the
lab’s instructor and former English
teacher, Rus Benson, on the contrasting lifestyles of the 50s and
60s.
“Once a hippie, always a hippie,”
remarked Benson who offered personal commentary of life in the 60s
to the students.
Back in his classroom, further
discussion ensued before students

T-T-T mentoring program concludes successful run
by Lisa D. Narcisi
Project Assistant
National Writing Project
Studies show that 20 percent of
teachers nationally leave the profession within the first three years.
In response to highly publicized
concerns about teacher recruitment
and retention, Rhode Island College,
through the agency of the Rhode
Island Writing Project, created the
Teachers Teaching Teachers (T-T-T)
mentoring program for beginning
English teachers at the middle and
high school level.
The five-session course ended its
initial run on Jan. 12 with participants meeting with Mary Ann
Snider, director of the Rhode Island
Department of Education’s Office of
Assessment, and John Bucci, dean
of the Feinstein School of Education
and Human Development, to discuss the course’s significance and
to provide feedback on the need for
such support systems for beginning
teachers. The course carries one
graduate credit for participants.
Reactions to the program indicated that it was a complete success. Several participants suggested
that the course be expanded for
at least double the amount of sessions.
Although there are mentoring
programs in place in many school
districts, they often pair beginning
English teachers with teachers of
other subjects, a situation that does
not help to clarify the connection
between classroom management
and subject matter.
According to facilitator Dennis
Kafalas '89, “The course was
designed to specifically address the
concerns of the teachers, such as
managing a class, organizing a grading system, and working with the
new standards. We focused on practical steps and methodology to help
the teachers grow into successfully
meeting the day-to-day challenges
of teaching.”
Snider, a former elementary school
teacher, said that the opportunity
to have this kind of expertise and

TEACHERS TEACHING TEACHERS: (left to right) Janine Napolitano, Mary Ann
Snider, John Bucci, and Dennis Kafalas.
collaboration available to beginning
teachers is really valuable. “The
teachers are clearly investing in
their success, and we have an obligation to support their desire to
continue learning. We are actively
researching different models of
mentoring support for beginning
teachers and the Rhode Island
Writing Project’s model of Teachers
Teaching Teachers shows a lot of
promise.”
After a morning spent discussing
the mentoring program and the
ongoing issues for newly graduated
teachers, Bucci said that the mentoring program “helps fulfill the
need for Rhode Island College to
maintain contact with its graduates
and to assist them in any way we
can.”
Teachers Teaching Teachers mentoring project was developed by RI
Writing Project Director Marjorie
Roemer, and is led by Janine
Napolitano ’94, of North Providence
High School, and Dennis Kafalas of
Woonsocket High School. The program is composed of teachers from
around the state, many of whom
are Rhode Island College graduates,
including Frank Alardi '99, Donna

Broomfield '00, Brenda Corwin,
Kristen-Jo DiLorenzo '96, Lisa Fay,
Richard Gurspan '89, Mary Henley,
Stephanie Kaffenberger, Kelley Ann
King '93, Meryl Levinson, Lori A.
L’Heureux '99, Mark Montalbano,
and Maryann Reese.
Funding for the program is
provided by the Rhode Island
Department of Education and the
Cranston, Foster-Glocester, Provi–
dence, Warwick and Woonsocket
school districts.
Roemer noted that the Teachers
Teaching Teachers model has
extraordinary power.
“This is teaching at the point of
need; these teachers are bringing
their immediate concerns to a place
where they know they will get
support and encouragement and
where they know they will find the
resources to face the challenges of
the moment. Writing Project teachers are equals and peers, but they
are peers with access to the best
materials in the field and the combined experience of a large network
of exemplary teachers. We are very
much looking forward to extending
this model. The pilot was an obvious success,” Roemer added.

headed into the U.S. History classroom next door for an anti-war protest and sit-in, while teacher Ed
Shockro ’67, MEd '72, represented
the establishment’s position of the
day. Shockro took pride in his right
wing status and said he was a member of the Young Republicans even
during his days at RIC.
Talk of Woodstock, communes,
flower children, civil rights marches
and anti-establishment rebellions
sparked the interest and curiosity of
the students who listened intently
and asked many questions.
“What the hippie stood for made
a powerful statement of the times.
The counter culture movement not
only expressed discontent with the
establishment, but the music and
dress caught on as well. As events
changed, so did people’s attitudes
and appearances,” Russo explained,
then asked students to compare
the reactions of the 60s to that of
today’s world events.
At the end of the period, students
filed out of the classroom, still reeling from what they had just seen
and heard.
“I am so glad I transferred into
Mr. Russo’s class,” one student said.
He’s so funny and makes everything
so interesting,”
Russo is currently planning his
lessons for 1970s’ America. Get out
the white polyester suit and gold
chains.

33 RIC grads attain
National Board
certification
Sixty-three area teachers, 33 of
which hold degrees from Rhode
Island College, were awarded
National Board certification last
December.
Rhode Island ranks first in New
England for teachers given National
Board certification and seventh
nationally. It is second only to
Massachusetts in the total number
of teachers who hold National Board
certification.
Over 100 candidates are eligible
for certification this year, with 78
of them enrolled in RIC’s graduate
course in certification preparation.
The College has offered this course
for the past six years at reduced
rates to graduates.
Those RIC alum who achieved
recent certification are:
Elizabeth Angelotti
Susan Barr
Suzanne Bartlett
Judith Baxter
Natalie Brunelle
Erin Cannon-Walsh
Phillip Capaldi
Lisa Carpenter
Jane Carr
Mary Cowger
Susan Dennehy
Kathleen Mariano Fleenor
Mary Anne Hanley
Susan Lee Hatch
Kathleen Hudson
June Marchant
Joyce Martinelli
Laurie Masterson
Cynthia Melvin
Michael Miller
Kathleen Miner
Victor Osterman
Judith Paolucci
Laura Pesare
Terrence Prohaska
Martha Scott
Tracey Shannon
Lois Short
Robyn Simoneau
Christine Southworth
Susan Kaye Toohey
Barbara Werchadlo
Maureen Whelan Spaight
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Alumni News

We
ended
2001 with a
very
active
December.

Ellie O’Neill
Director,
Alumni Affairs

Group.

R h o d e
I s l a n d
Secretary
of
State Edward
Inman III ’88
hosted
an
alumni group
tour of our
beautiful State
House, sponsored by the
Young Alumni

We heard about many of the
paintings on the walls, viewed historical documents in the library
and sat in the senators’ chairs in
the Chambers.
The following week we volunteered as an alumni association
at the Rhode Island Community
Food Bank where we sorted and
stacked hundreds of canned and
boxed goods.
The food bank sponsors a challenge each year with the college
alumni associations in the state.
And even though we didn’t win the
Golden Palette Award for the most
cans sorted, we all agreed it was a
very worthwhile opportunity for us
to come together for a very important cause.
Thanks to the almost 40 volunteers who participated.

President Nazarian hosted a past
presidents’ reception for alumni
and foundation presidents. Fifteen
past presidents and their guests
attended this celebration.
This month, an Ice-Skating Party
at the Fleet Skating Center took
place on Sunday, Feb. 10.
We have many committees meeting this month. The nominating
committee, awards selection committee, finance and alumni board
will meet, plus our many reunion
committees who are planning class
activities.
We are also scheduling a Boston
area event, an Aquidneck Island
event, as well as the second annual
Rhode Island College/Leadership
Rhode Island breakfast on Thursday,
May 2. Look for all the dates of
upcoming events in my next column in What's News on March 11.
For our 500 plus alumni and
friends in California, don’t forget
to RSVP for one of the three receptions the week of Feb. 17 — Alamo,
Sunday, Feb. 17, at 1 p.m., at the
home of Lucretia Marcus ’68; Palm
Springs, Saturday, Feb. 23, at 1 p.m.,
at the California home of President
John Nazarian; and Los Angeles,
Sunday, Feb. 24, at 1 p.m., at The
Howard Fine Acting Studio (Howard
Fine ’81).

ABOVE: State House Tour
(inset at right) Secretary of
State Edward Inman III '88;
BELOW, volunteers working at
the Rhode Island Community
Food Bank.

Call Nancy Hoogasian in Alumni
House at 401-456-8827 for more
information.

Literacy grant

Continued from page 1
ods of his schools where the level of
writing proficiency for K-6 students
(with a high percentage of limited
English proficiency) rose from 23%
to 90% in three years through an
integrated, inquiry-centered science
program.
Preceding the institute will be
an informational meeting on integrating inquiry science and literacy
(called the SLIP Community Forum)
scheduled for Tuesday, March 5,
from 6-8 p.m. in the Faculty
Center. The public is invited. If
interested in attending, please RSVP
to Margaret Heroux at 456-8559 or
email slip@ric.edu.
“Science inquiry, reading, writing
and speaking are integral parts of
any science classroom. The integration of these parts into a whole
reflects the nature of the discipline
of science itself,” says Kniseley.
“Learners in inquiry-centered
classrooms regularly work together
to question, plan, test ideas, read,
write, draw, listen and speak.
“Hands-on inquiry science provides a real world context, a catalyst
for learning, and natural opportunities to develop accurate and effective scientific communication.
“Communications as well as problem-solving and acquiring a body
of knowledge are major dimensions
of education in the state’s Common
Core of Learning,” says Kniseley.
These areas are “dimensions of
a whole, rather than discrete segments that can be selected piecemeal,” according to Rhode Island
Science Framework.

“They balance knowledge of content, skills and attitudes. Learners
should acquire a body of knowledge while communicating their
learning, solve current science-andtechnology-related problems, and
take responsibility for their learning while also engaging in socially
responsible behavior,” says Science
Framework.
One of the goals of the project
is to develop a three-credit course,
which builds teachers’ understanding of how to integrate science and
literacy.
A video will be produced to promote school-level conversations
and planning around science and
literacy integration and to build
community awareness.
The Institute for K-8 teachers
and administrators from across the
state will especially aim at those
serving high poverty and limited
English proficient populations.
The 44-hour Institute will help
them develop their expertise and
knowledge of curriculum integration so that they can return to their
schools to develop and implement
school improvement plans for integrating science and English language arts.
Application must be submitted
no later than April 16 for the
Institute. Team applications are
encouraged. Applications can be
downloaded at www.slip.edu/slip.
To receive a printed application
or for more information, contact
Heroux at 456-8559 or email
slip@ric.edu.

Where are they now?
Continued from page 1

yoga and holistic education center
in South County.
She’ll be teaching classes at All
That Matters in February and March
on “Eating for a Healthy Heart” and
“Becoming Vegetarian.”
People from as far as Connecticut
and Boston come to Warren for
cooking lessons.
Barry is the clinical supervisor
of The Greater Fall River Early
Intervention Program, has a private
psychotherapy practice and, for
seven years, has done consulting
work for a Hospice program.
He also is a popular speaker at
workshops, retreats and conferences on topics including health
and healing, positive parenting and
stress management.

The couple met 25 years ago when
Chris was studying social work and
Barry was working at the agency
where she was doing her internship.
His degrees are also in social work.
“The RIC connection continues,”
says Barry, pointing out that their
granddaughter, Roxanne, is now in
her first year at the College “on a
full scholarship studying music.”
The Browns have four children
and seven grandchildren.
They credit their RIC social work
degrees for contributing to their
success.
Of course, Barry works daily in the
field, while Chris uses her “social
work skills all the time, talking
about emotions and helping people
make life-style changes.”

To make contributions to the RIC Annual Fund online visit: www.ric.edu/
alumni/online_giving . For information on the Annual Fund, contact
Nancy Hoogasian, director of the Annual Fund, at 401-456-8827.
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Upward Bound observes its 35th anniversary

C

alling Upward Bound “one of the
most significant programs ever
to be established at Rhode Island
College,” President John Nazarian
addressed some 150 Upward Bound
alumni, founders and officials in observing the program’s 35th anniversary at
RIC in a gala celebration Dec. 1 in the
Faculty Center.
“Back in 1966 John Finger, Ray
Houghton, Maureen Lapan and the late
Tom Lavery combined their enormous
talents and their commitment to helping others and successfully brought this
program to Rhode Island College.
“It was one of the first Upward Bound
programs ever established at a public
college anywhere in the country
and today remains the only Upward
Bound program in Rhode Island,” said
Nazarian.
He noted that of the 772 Upward
Bound projects in the country, the one
at RIC is the 13th largest in terms of the
number of students enrolled and has
been awarded the 13th largest federal
grant.
In more recent years an average
of 135 grade 9-12 students from six
selected area high schools have participated each year in the carefully planned
and closely monitored program. The
high schools are Central, Hope and
Mt. Pleasant in Providence, Shea in
Pawtucket, Central Falls and East
Providence.
The goal of Upward Bound is to target
at-risk or under-prepared, low-income
students who will be the first in their
families to attend college and prepare
them for college or university enrollment.
The success rate, as measured over
the past 19 years, shows a 99.1 percent
college acceptance rate and a 76.6 percent college graduation/retention rate,
according to Mariam Z. Boyajian, program director.
“Upward Bound was — and remains
— a visionary program,” said Nazarian,
who added that “in many ways its phi-

losophy and mission
reflect that of Rhode
Island College.
“We share a fundamental commitment
to the principle that
higher education prepares an individual for
success, and that all
people, regardless of
their economic circumstances, should have
an opportunity to pursue their dreams,” said
Nazarian.
Upward
Bound
alumni representing 26
different classes — from
the Class of 1967 to
2004 — were on hand
for the celebration,
reported
Betty
Singletary, who served
as mistress of ceremonies. She was a member
of the Upward Bound
Class of 1968.
“Upward Bound was 35-YEAR REUNION: Professor Emerita Maureen Lapan (left) Betty Singletary and Professor Emeritus
one of those life-chang- Raymond Houghton pause for a moment in front of a photo of the first Upward Bound class.
ing opportunities for Singletary was a member the Class of 1968, while Lapan, Houghton, John Finger and the late Thomas
Lavery were the founders of the RIC chapter of Upward Bound. (What’s News Photo by Gordon E.
me,” said Singletary,
Rowley)
whose parents had
been sharecroppers.
She termed the 35th anniversary “an auctioneer.
“The program would never have been
historic event” and thanked the decoHoughton and Lapan were intro- a success if the students didn’t have
rating committee, comprised of Upward duced together and offered brief com- what it takes for success,” said Lapan.
Bound students and alumni, for the fes- ments.
She extended her thanks to Boyajian:
tive appearance of the Faculty Center.
Houghton said Lapan “gave her heart “I’m very proud of her” and added, “It’s
The Donovan Dining Center pre- and soul” to Upward Bound and served a wonderful evening.”
pared the international delicacies that as its first director.
Gary M. Penfield, vice president for
were offered and Vincent R. Castaldi,
He noted that in the early days student affairs, added his appreciation.
principal cook in the Henry Barnard of Upward Bound when they were
“What a special privilege it’s been for
School cafeteria, donated an ice sculp- involved “with civil rights kind of things” me to work with Upward Bound and
ture centerpiece.
around the country “this Victorian lady” Mariam,” he said.
Music was provided by Brass Attack had turned heads with her appearance.
“President Nazarian talks about
under bandleader Tom Petteruti '90. An
Back in the Hippie days of the late Rhode Island College being a family,”
auction was held featuring a gift basket 1960s, “They asked: ‘How could she
observed Penfield. That being so,
of holiday decorations, tickets to Trinity deal with minority people and low“Upward Bound is a jewel in the famRepertory and a winery tour and tasting income people?’”
ily crown. It’s truly an exemplary profor 10 people. Erroll Lomba, from the
But she did and successfully so, he gram.”
Upward Bound Class of 1994, was the said.

Nursing students
inducted into honor
society

BRIDGING GAPS: Toward a Multi-Voiced Academy is the title
of the 6th annual Faculty Development Workshop held Jan.
15 at various sites on campus. Those attending the session
held in the President’s Dining Room in the Donovan Dining
Center on “Writing Cultures: Discipline-based Voices, Rules and
Expectations” led by (standing) Pierre Morenon (anthropology)
include (from left) Julie Wollman-Bonilla (elementary education),
Gale Goodwin Gomez (anthropology) and Laurie Pamental (management and technology). Welcoming remarks were provided by
President John Nazarian in the Faculty Center where the keynote
address, “Diversity and Academic Standards: Allies Rather than
Adversaries” was delivered by Esther Kingston-Mann (inset), former director of the Center for Improvement in Teaching at the
University of Massachusetts, Boston. (What’s News Photos by
George LaTour)

Twenty-eight Rhode Island College
senior nursing students and 16 nurse
leaders were inducted into the Delta
Upsilon Chapter-at-Large of Sigma
Theta Tau International Honor Society
of Nursing in ceremonies Dec. 2
at the Quonset “O” Club in North
Kingstown.
Senior Aldea Yanski, of Woonsocket,
was given an undergraduate scholarship award.
Students inducted are: Michele
Anelundi, Jocelyn Blanchet, Kerry
Brown, Andrew Chisholm, Lori
Clements, Donna Desmarais, Deanna
Di Bacco, Dawn Fraga, Amanda
Giaccone, Denise Goodinson, Jemima
Goodlin.
Also, Kenneth Hynes, Rachael
Iannuccilli, Kristina Lambert, Kathryn
Lapinski, Shari Levesque, R.N.,
Leocadia Lopes, Diane Marques,
Andrea McGinn, Lisa Napolitano, Amie
Nelson, Lutgarda Quezada.
And, Joseph Rocheleau, R.N., Xiao
Hong Sun, Jennifer Travers, William
Vitale, R.N., Aldea Yanski and Jin Zhu
Yu.
Nurse leaders inducted are: Roberta
Connell, Marlene Davis, Angelita
Hensman, Esther Jalbert, Gail Jackson,
Trudy McKendry, Carl Meehan, Mary
Anne Miller, Linda Mouradjian,
Margaret Nugent, Patricia Raymond,
William Rebuck, Eileen Tiexiera, Nancy
Walsh, Kevin and Marie Wilks.
Sigma Theta Tau is an organization
comprised of nurse leaders, scholars
and researchers.
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Putting their noses to the grindstone, drill
I

n 1999, the College received a grant
of $100,000 from Swarovski Crystal
Components Ltd. of Cranston to create a
laboratory for training and jewelry design.
The laboratory is a partnership between
RIC and the Manufacturing Jewelers and
Silversmiths of America.
According to Sondra Sherman, assistant
professor of art, the grant has been a boon
to the metals and jewelry area of the art
department. It has enabled the College
to improve the facilities considerably and
expose more students to a wider variety of
metal working experiences.
Most of the design work in the new lab,
says Sherman, falls into the categories of
domestic scale objects, such as teapots,
boxes and flatware, or jewelry.
What’s News offers a look at activities in
the new facility.

ABOVE: Assistant Professor Sondra Sherman conducts a demonstration and (BELOW) confers with Jessica Kenyon,
a junior, on her design inspired by marine creatures.

RIGHT: Adam Richards,
a sophomore, works at
a bench while (BELOW)
sophomore
Darcie
Hanaway uses a miniature
drill press.
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l press, and mandrel in jewelry design lab

Photos and text by
Gordon E. Rowley

ABOVE: Katy Scudieri, a senior, works on a mandrel used for bracelets.

SOME of the designs from the current classes.

ABOVE: Meridith Major, a sophomore, anneals metal, while
(AT RIGHT) Jessica Fontaine
designs in clay, and (BELOW)
Shelley Scopelliti concentrates
on the blade of her coping
saw.
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Shared a bond with his students —

Clyde Slicker retires after 32 years at RIC
by George LaTour
What's News Associate Editor

“You’re terrific! With the wisdom
of a 105-year-old man and the spontaneity and enthusiasm of a 5- yearold boy, you have been an inspiration to many of your early childhood majors. Thank you for always
being there to help, encourage and
inspire,” wrote one of Clyde C.
Slicker’s students.
The Rhode Island College professor of education, who officially
retired Dec. 29, recently sat in the
Office of News and Public Relations
reminiscing about his 32 years of
teaching and some of the projects
with which he has been involved.
Having joined the RIC faculty July
1, 1969, after serving as an elementary school teacher in Ridgewood,
N. J., from 1958 to 1975 and as an
instructor at Southern Connecticut
State College for a couple of years,
Slicker soon focused on his areas of
interest.
These included infant/toddler,
pre-school and primary education
as well as day care, parent-child
relationships and teacher education.
“There are so many ways you can
reach out to teach and help children
— to help them grow into productive human beings. And they don’t
even know you’re doing it,” said
Slicker, who had earned his bachelor’s degree in economics at Oberlin
College, his master’s in supervision
and curriculum development and
doctorate in early childhood education, both at Teachers College at
Columbia University.
Early in his tenure at RIC, Slicker
was instrumental in bringing in
many highly qualified people to join
the department, which he served as
chair from 1970-73.
“We went from about 14 people
to 28 in three years,” he recalled,
noting that he had recruited faculty
who had “very good academic credentials and who got along well
together.”
As a result, “a lot of those I hired
in the beginning stayed like Joan
Glazer, Bill Oehlkers, Anne Petry

TIES THAT BIND: Professor of education Clyde Slicker with some of the ties he
used to interest, entertain and teach young children. They include “children of the
world,” cartoon characters, including Peanuts and the Gang, his “fishing tie” and
“Australian tie.” At left is a photo of a younger Clyde Slicker working on a project
with a pre-school student.
and Jim Betres,” Slicker said with
obvious satisfaction. All are professors of elementary education.
“We really brought the department together,” he said, noting that
prior to this time the department
“had been spread out all over the
place” with faculty in the Art Center,
Henry Barnard School, the basketball
court in the gym and the library.
“What really helped was the opening of Mann Hall. That was great
because it enabled us to bring most
of the faculty together in one building,” he said.
Focused on teaching
After three years as chair, Slicker
went back to his first love – teaching.
“I’m a teacher. I think I do it
pretty well and my students tell me

African American History Month 2002
Wednesday, Feb. 20, Video &
Discussion: The Angry Eye, The Unity
Center, 4 p.m.

S CHAN
E
G
TIM

Tuesday, Feb. 12, African
Heritage Film Festival, Part I,
SU Ballroom, 7:30 p.m.

This documentary, by
Jane Elliot, explores
the nature of prejudice in a classroom
exercise
conducted on a
college campus.
Participants will
be invited to
engage in a discussion of the
issues raised in the
video.

RY

CH

AN

Saturday, Feb. 23,
G I N G H I S T O African
Hair Expo, Gaige

Wednesday, Feb. 13, Speaker: Rap
artist Sister Souljah, SU Ballroom, 7
p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 16, WINTERJAZZ
Concert, Roberts Auditorium, 8 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 18, Praise Ensemble
BLACK GREEN

Gospel Concert of RIC, Roberts
Auditorium, 7 p.m.

FACES
ING

CHANGING

Our conceptions of diversity continue to evolve as society becomes
more multicultural. This year’s program, under the theme, Changing
Times, Changing Faces, Changing
History, is intended to capture the history and contributions made by
African Americans
so that all may learn
from the past to
affect the future.
Come join this
celebration and
participate in any
or all of the
activities scheduled in conjunction
with this monthlong event.

Auditorium, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 26, African Heritage
Film Festival, Part I, SU Ballroom,
7:30 p.m.
All Month: Exhibit: African American
Jazz History, Adams Library Lobby.
For further information, contact
the
Student
Life
office
at
401-456-8061.

that. I’ve been pretty good at helping them understand how children
learn,” he said.
Slicker was quick to point out that
he really wasn’t “blowing my own
horn.” It’s just that to be successful
as a teacher one has to love the challenge and he did.
He is the recipient of awards for
Distinguished Service, Distinguished
Student Orientation and Faculty
Appreciation.
For the last 15 years he has been
focused on infant/toddler teaching
and learning.
His students were involved with
Bright Horizons, day care for both
Rhode Island and Miriam Hospital
employees.
“Half my students would work
there. The other half would work at
Growing Child of Providence (which
is) for all state employees’ children.
“I’m really happy about that —
reaching out to the community to
children of diverse backgrounds,”
said Slicker.
Through the years he has reviewed
many materials in early childhood
education, including books and videos.
At one point he served as chair of
an educational advisory committee
for Connor Toy, a nationwide company that produced Videosmarts,
interactive teaching materials for
young children.
“It was quite an interesting project. We did videotapes on math, science, letters, and reading mostly,
also on colors. Things young children needed to learn about. They
could sit on their parents’ laps and
do it,” he said.
Slicker reported that millions of
the videos probably had been sold,
but “we didn’t get a percentage of
the profits.” He laughed and said the
proper term for their service was
“consultants.”
Travels with the Slickers
Slicker has been part of the luncheon crowd that meets each afternoon in the College Faculty Center.
As such, he and his wife, the former Mary Lou Van Ness from New
Jersey whom he met in college, had
participated in the “hometown lap”
whereby they and their RIC col-

leagues spent a portion of the summer of 1990 traveling to each other’s hometowns. Ten years later,
they again got together for a tour
of the old Route 66 (Chicago to Los
Angeles).
Other trips he had taken included
the six week summer of 1978
Fulbright Study Abroad journey to
Egypt. Led by former RIC faculty
member Gamal Zaki, an Egyptian
native, the group focused on modern-day Egypt with visits to Luxor,
Cairo and Alexandria.
Each group member created a
curriculum that could be used for
childhood education and artifacts
were brought back to benefit Rhode
Island school children and, of course,
the RIC Curriculum Center.
Then in 1988, Slicker was in
another College group led by William
Kavanaugh, former director of the
Center for Industrial Technology
and Burt Cross, former director of
the records office, that went to
China for three weeks. There they
visited Shanghai, Canton, Xi’an and
Beijing, lecturing at educational
institutions.
After China’s Cultural Revolution
“they were interested in our educational approaches that we use from
young children to adults,” explained
Slicker.
After retirement
Asked about his plans after retirement, Slicker said he would “pick
up on some things I’ve postponed
doing” like singing and writing
music — some preludes and choral
work — and learn how to play a bass
recorder.
“That will drive them up a wall,”
he said, referring to his neighbors.
Slicker also “will take on a lot of
responsibilities” from which his wife
excused him all these years. One
would think that she’ll probably be
glad to hear that.
He’s recently taken up golf and
plans to “hone in on my game.” And,
he’ll return to RIC to that lunch table
in the Faculty Center “maybe once a
month.”
The couple won’t be doing any
extensive traveling for awhile, but
will spend some time in Ohio with
Clyde’s 87-year-old mother and 90year-old aunt.
The Slickers are the parents of
two daughters, Susan, who lives in
Rockford, Mich., with her two sons,
and Kathy, who lives with her husband and an 11-month-old daughter
in Greenville.
He has served as co-president with
his wife of American Field Service
through whom they served as a host
family for children from Sweden,
Portugal and Argentina.
They have been active in the
Barrington Congregational Church
where Clyde has served as chair
of numerous committees, including
that of music and missions.
They have resided in Barrington
since coming to Rhode Island in
1969. Recently they purchased a
small house there for their retirement in a place which “allows us to
walk to everything.”
Will Clyde Slicker miss teaching at
RIC?
“Oh yes. I’m a teacher at heart.
I’m going to miss it. But it’s time to
be away from it for awhile. It’s the
students who really made it. I was
really able to bond with them and
reach them. Many of them, anyway.”
It seems apparent that RIC and its
students will miss him, too.
One recently wrote: “You’ve given
so much to the children and to me.
You are a role model for me as I
grow in teaching and also in finding
happiness in my life. Have an exciting and happy retirement.”
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Sports
From the athletic
director’s desk
• As we attempt to get further

connected to
our athletic
alumni,
we
are setting up
sport specific
focus groups
to provide us
with input as
we formulate
our 10-year
strategic plan.
To date, we
Donald E. Tencher
have met with
Director,
groups repreIntercollegiate
senting wresAthletics, Intramurals tling and socand Recreation
cer
alumni.
These meetings have been very productive
and informative. If anyone would
like to be part of a focus group
for the particular sport you participated in, or if you didn’t
play but have an affinity for
a sport, we would like to get
you involved. Please call Art
Pontarelli for further details at
456-8863.

• It was great to see gymnastics alumni at a reception
held in conjunction with our
meet against SUNY-Brockport
on Sunday. On Feb. 5, it was
nice to welcome back men’s and
women’s basketball alumni to
a reception held in conjunction
with the game against Western
Connecticut State University. In
addition to athletic alumni, we
were honored to have members
of the College’s Young Alumni
Group in attendance.
• The games included an
appearance by J.J. Jumper, the
NCAA’s national mascot for basketball. That night was also designated as an NCAA “Take a
Kid to a Game Night,” with free
admission for all youngsters and
the adults who accompanied
them. In addition to the complimentary entry, each youngster
received a prize, contests were
held, and of course, they got to
meet J.J.
• If you haven't had a chance
to view our new web page
for athletics, intramurals and
recreation, make sure you do
so at www.ric.edu/athletics.
Everything you want to know
about the department from game
scores to Rec Center hours are
there, plus information about
summer camps. You can even
purchase athletic gear. Scott
Roy, assistant athletic director
for external affairs, redesigned
the page during the semester
break. Great job, Scott.
• This week I want to extend
an extremely heartfelt thanks to
former RIC basketball standout,
Karl Augenstein, who has been
outstanding and generous in his
support of our varsity golf program. Thanks, Karl, we really
appreciate all of your efforts.

Winter sports gear up for championships
by Scott Gibbons
Sports Information Director

W

ith the winter sports season
back up to speed after
the semester break, the
Anchormen and Anchorwomen have
their collective sights set on closing
out the regular season and getting
ready for the post-season.
The wrestling team has had its
share of ups and downs and, fortunately, is on an upswing heading
into the final month of the season.
After dropping six of the club’s
first eight dual matches, things took
a turn for the better at the New
England Duals on Jan. 19. RIC went
3-1 on the day and won the consolation round.
Head Coach Jay Jones’ troops
have won seven of their last 11,
are 7-4 in the New England College
Conference Wrestling Association
(NECCWA) and ranked 10th in New
England.
Junior Mike Riley, featured in the
last issue of What’s News, is 31-4 at
133 lbs. and ranked number one in
New England. Riley has won 21 consecutive matches, not having lost
since Dec. 1.
Freshmen Amos Traystman at
125 lbs. and Justin Deveau at 197
lbs. have each earned the Pilgrim
Wrestling League’s Rookie of the
Week honors over the past few
weeks. Deveau is ranked second in
New England in his weight class.
The team will compete at the
NECCWA Championships hosted by
Springfield College on Feb. 16 and
17. Riley, Deveau and sophomore
Luke Emmons at 141 lbs. are serious threats to earn All-New England
considerations.
Head Coach Kevin Jackson’s men’s
and women’s indoor track and field
teams have also been readying
themselves for upcoming championship action. The team competed at the LEC/MASCAC Alliance
Championships on Feb. 10, and
will compete in the New England
Division III Championships on Feb.
15-16 and the ECAC Division III
Championships on March 2.
Sophomore co-captain Tim Rudd
placed first in the 800 meters with
a time of 1:58.70 and first in the
mile with a time of 4:27.88 at
the Southern Maine Invitational on
Jan. 26. He placed second in the
1,000 meters at a very competitive
Wheaton College Invitational on Feb.
2. Rudd, who earned All-Alliance
and All-ECAC honors last winter,
will be a serious candidate to do the
same later this season.
On the women’s side, senior
Joyelle Galli has continued to prove
she’s one of the top jumpers in New
England. Galli recently placed fourth
in the triple jump at the Wheaton
Invitational in her first action of
the semester. She was named AllAlliance in both the long and triple
jumps last winter before an ankle
injury prevented her from competing at the New England and ECAC
Championships.
Head Coach Nikki Pannone’s women’s gymnastics team has lost several key members due to injuries.
Senior co-captain Kristen Oliver,
who competed in every event,
broke her left foot at the Wilson
Invitational on Jan. 26 and is out for

JUSTIN DEVEAU
the rest of the season. Sophomore
Nicki Turner tore a ligament over
semester break and is also out for
the season.
In their absence, junior co-captain Shannon Hughey and freshman Caren Normandin have picked
up the slack. Hughey is averaging
scores of 8.667 on vault, 8.621
on bars, 8.363 on beam, 8.879 on
floor and 34.529 in the all-around.
Normandin is averaging scores of
8.854 on vault, 8.396 on bars, 9.000
on beam, 8.829 on floor and 35.079
in the all-around. Both are in contention to qualify for the NCGA

Championships as individuals.
The Anchorwomen will compete
at the ECAC Championships on
March 9.
The men’s and women’s basketball teams have struggled for
much of this winter and will likely
miss the cut for the Little East
Conference Championships. The
men’s team is 1-20, while the
women are slightly better at 4-17.
Both coaches are hitting the
recruiting trail hard in hopes of
improving their respective squads
for next season.

Sports Events
Tues., Feb. 12
Sat., Feb. 16

Men’s Basketball
UMASS-Dartmouth
at Plymouth State

7:30 p.m.
3 p.m.

Tues., Feb. 12
Sat., Feb. 16

Women’s Basketball
UMASS-Dartmouth
at Plymouth State

5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.

Sat.-Sun., Feb. 16-17

Wrestling
at 2002 NECCWA Championships
(at Springfield)
10:30 a.m./9 a.m.

Sun., Feb. 17
Sun., Feb. 24

Women’s Gymnastics
at Ithaca Invitational
Tri-meet with MIT
and Bridgeport

2 p.m.
Noon

Men’s & Women’s Indoor Track & Field
Fri./Sat., Feb. 15-16 at NE Division III Championships
(men at Bates; women at Southern Maine)

Noon
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Arts & Entertainment
RIC Performing Arts Series presents —

WINTERJAZZ with Stefon Harris,
Regina Carter Feb. 16

J

azz violinist Regina
Carter is credited with
“taking the listener into
the future of jazz,” according to Time magazine, while
vibraphonist-composer
Stefon Harris “swings” and
when he plays “he makes
you feel good,” says the
New York Times.
These recording artists
will bring their music to
Rhode
Island
College
Saturday, Feb. 16, for an
8 p.m. performance in the
Auditorium in Roberts Hall
as part of the Performing
Arts Series.
Touted by the Times as a
“violinist of great control,
improvisational flexibility
and wide range,” Carter is
one of the most significant, versatile and innovative violinists to emerge on
the jazz scene in decades.
After a slow start with
her first two recordings,
the violin virtuoso’s third
effort, Motor City Moments,
REGINA CARTER
“fetes the music of her
hometown” with a “soulful
shout-out to her stylistically diverse on a double major in classical and
Detroit,” says Billboard of her African-American music, at both
the New England Conservatory and
September 2000 recording.
Along with compositions by Stevie Oakland University in Rochester,
Mich., where she earned a Bachelor
Wonder, Marvin Gaye, Milt
of Arts degree in performance.
Jackson, Thad Jones and
Stefon Harris is heralded by the
Barry Harris, Carter interLos Angeles Times as “one of the
prets Alex North’s “Love
most important young artists in
Theme From Spartacus.”
jazz.”
She penned two comWidely recognized by his
positions found on
peers and jazz critics, the
Motor City Moments,
29-year-old artist is comthe
melancholy
mitted to both exploring
“Forever February”
the rich potential of jazz
and the blues of
composition and blaz“Up South,” writing new trails on the
ten and performed
vibraphone.
with
guitarist
A graduate of the
Russell Malone.
Manhattan School of
Carter’s early
Music, he received
musical experia B.A. in classical
ences in her
music and a
hometown and
master’s in jazz
the associaperformance. He
tion as a
is the recipient
member of
of the Martin E.
the Detroit
Segal Award from
C i v i c
the Lincoln Center and
Symphony
earned a Grammy nominaOrchestra and the pop,
tion for his 1999 release,
funk
group,
“Black Action Figure.”
Brainstorm, provided
Jazz Times named him
the needed experience
“Debut
Artist of the
to record with artists
Year.” Downbeat named
ranging from pop
him a “Critics Poll
icons Aretha Franklin
Winner”
and
Jazz
and Patti Labelle to
magazine,
the
“Best
legendary jazz pianist
Vibraphonist.”
Kenny Barron and
Reserved seat tickets
Pulitzer Prize-winning
are $25 with discounts
Wynton Marsalis.
for senior citizens
She
also
has
and students and
recorded with some
may be purchased in
of the new divas
advance via VISA or
in the R&B arena,
MasterCard by callSTEFON
HARRIS
including Mary J. Blige
ing 456-8144 from 10
and Lauryn Hill with
a.m. to 4 p.m. weekinfluences that range
from R&B to East Indian to classical days, or in-person at the Roberts
Hall box office 10 to 4 weekdays
music.
As a college student, Carter took and until the time of performance
on the day of the event.

Horvat’s ‘complex hybrid’ sculpture
on display in Bannister Gallery
Rhode Island College art profes- interjects a contrapuntal subtext
sor Krisjohn Horvat’s “Sublimation: of entropy, limitation and comproThe Sculpture Series” will be on mise into his elegantly conceived
exhibit Feb. 14-March 8 in the and crafted pieces,” says Dennis
O’Malley, gallery director.
Bannister Gallery.
Horvat’s artHis sculpwork
is
ture is a comincluded in a
plex hybrid of
number of pubanatomical,
lic and private
architectural
collections, and
and automohas been widely
tive
details
exhibited,
through which
including
in
he
explores
shows at the
their relationDeCordova
ship to human
Museum, Fuller
needs and psyM u s e u m ,
chology.
Chautaqua
What these
Center
for
seemingly disVisual Arts and
parate
subthe San Diego
jects have in
Art Institute.
common
is
He was the
their status as
recipient of the
powerful sigRIC
Maixner
nifiers of spirDistinguished
itual aspiraTeacher Award
tions as they
for 1999-2000.
manifest
in
An opening
the material
reception is set
and sensual
for Thursday,
world.
Feb. 14, from 7
The seducto 9 p.m.
tive fusion of
The exhibit,
power
and
partially funded
materialism
Cardinal Karol's Mercedes Daydream
by RIC Faculty
embodied in
and the Sistine Eucharist
R e s e a r c h
the
sweptby Krisjohn Horvat. Stuffed satin
Grants, is free
back grace and
under shrink-wrap, 56” x 38” x 8.”
and open to the
menace of jet
public.
fighters and
Monday,
Gallery hours are:
limousines, or implicit in monuTuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 11
mental buildings, is examined.
“By utilizing novel combinations a.m. - 5 p.m. and Thursdays – noon
of materials like dust, rust, uphol- - 9 p.m. The gallery is closed weekstered satin and shrink wrap, Horvat days and holidays.

In the spotlight

“I HAVEN’T GOT TIME FOR THIS” Joshua Allen as Garry Essendine tells Laura
Desmarais who plays Liz Essendine in Noel Coward’s “Present Laughter.” The
Rhode Island College Theatre production runs Feb. 13-17 in evening and matinee
performances in the Forman Theatre. Call 456-8144. (What’s News Photo by
Gordon E. Rowley)
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Blarney! Ballads! Blaguards! Feb. 22 & 23

R

hode
Island
College’s
Performing Arts Series presents A Couple of Blaguards by
Frank McCourt (Pulitzer Prize winning author of Angela’s Ashes and
’Tis) and Malachy McCourt, (New
York Times best selling author of A
Monk Swimming).
Performance time, dates and
place are 8 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 22-23, in Sapinsley
Hall in the Nazarian Center
f o r
the Performing Arts.
Blaguard:
an affectionate
term for the
rowdy, outgoing and
sometimes
drinking sort of
boy.
How did the Irish get
that way?
They probably spent too much
time with Frank and Malachy
McCourt. These two blarney-filled,
ballad-singing brothers have captured the essence of the Irish experience in A Couple of Blaguards,
their internationally acclaimed play
that just may be the most hilarious
tragedy ever told.
From their notorious childhood
in Limerick to their hilarious adventures in America nothing is sacred
in this wickedly witty comedy —so
be prepared to laugh at yourself.
Though times were tough for

the McCourt family, of Limerick
Lanes, the tales spun by Frank and
Malachy characters in A Couple of
Blaguards simmer with the bittersweet recollections and ferocious
humor.
There is a quality of playfulness
and lightheartedness as the songs
and poetry are mixed in, which
denies any ferocity.
Perhaps the McCourts’ extraordinary gift of seeming to play a
dirge on a kazoo creates
a truth,
which
resonates
w i t h
twink–
ling fearlessness, one that blithely
crosses ethnic, religious and
cultural boundaries.
Their stories range from the
affectionate to the blatantly audacious. They parcel out just enough
blarney and Irish ballads to offend
almost everyone, while endearing
themselves as lovers of Limerick
and their dear old Irish mother.
There are only two actors, but
many more characters, who inhabit
the stage with riotous foibles…all
a little more than slightly embellished and certainly unconstrained
by the real facts.
The show stars actors from the
Off Broadway production, which
the Washington Post said offered
“an unholy amount of charm!”
Playing Malachy McCourt and

A COUPLE OF BLAGUARDS by Frank McCourt (author of Angel’s Ashes and ’Tis)
and his brother Malachy will be performed Feb. 22 and 23 in Sapinsley Hall as part
of Rhode Island College’s Performing Arts Series. Above, Howard Platt (at left) and
Jarlath Conroy will be appearing at RIC for this two-night performance.
directing will be Howard Platt, a
show business veteran of more
than 35 years perhaps best known
for his portrayal of “Hoppy the
Cop” on TV’s Sanford and Son and
“Dr. Phil Newman” on The Bob
Newhart Show.
Jarlath Conroy, last seen in A
Couple of Blaguards at the Triad
Theater in New York City, will
play Frank McCourt. Conroy most
recently played Drumm in Hugh

Music Happenings
by Edward Markward
Professor of Music

Choral Conducting Symposium
On Jan. 12, the Department of
Music, Theatre, and Dance sponsored a conducting symposium featuring Weston Noble, one the icons
in American choral music.
Noble is a charter member of
the American Choral Directors
Association and the recipient of
numerous awards and honors including listings in the World Biographical
Hall of Fame, Dictionary of
International Biography, Creative
and Successful Personalities, The
World’s Who’s Who of Musicians,
Who’s Who in America and
Dictionary
of
Distinguished
Americans.
In addition, he has received
multiple honorary doctorates, the
Presidential Award from the Illinois
Music Association, Citation of Merit
Award from The University of
Michigan and, in 1994, he was the
first recipient of the Weston Noble
Award presented by the North
Central Division of the American
Choral Directors Association “in
recognition of lifetime achievement
in the choral art.”
Maestro Noble, now celebrating
his 53rd year as conductor of the
Nordic Choir of Luther College in
Decorah, Iowa, is an internationally known conductor and clinician.
He has served as guest conductor
for over 800 music festivals in 48
states, Canada, Europe, Australia
and South America.
More than 50 all-state bands and
choruses have performed under his
direction, and he is the conductor
of the 2002 Rhode Island Senior

High All-State Choir. In 1989, he
was the first recipient of citation
“Outstanding Music Educator of
the United States” given by the
National Federation of High Schools
Association. At Luther College, a
liberal arts college of 2600 students,
Noble annually conducts five performances of “Messiah” involving
over 1000 students.
In the morning sessions of the
symposium, Noble presented two
lecture demonstrations for the 40
students and teachers enrolled in
the symposium: “All Music Must
Dance” and “Three Methods of
Teaching.”
In the three-hour afternoon conducting master class, Mr. Noble
worked with several conductors

on technique and interpretation.
The participants, including the RI
College Chamber Singers, served as
the chorus for the event.
Noble was brought to the campus through the efforts of Teresa
Coffman and Rob Franzblau of the
RIC Music, Theatre and Dance faculty.
RIC Faculty
Kevin Owen, adjunct professor
of French Horn at Rhode Island
College, performed on Feb. 3 in
the pre-game show of Super Bowl
XXXVI. Owen performed as a member of the Boston Pops Orchestra.
He is also principal horn of the
RI Philharmonic Orchestra and an
active chamber music performer
and solo artist in the region as well.

CONDUCTING SYMPOSIUM: Weston Noble, (far right) conducts a master class
in the Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts on Jan. 12. Participants are (from
left) Lisa Alves '91, Christine Noel '94, and currently enrolled students Michael
Paz and Lucky Rattan.

Leonard’s Da at the Guthrie Theater.
Prior to that, he was in Leonard’s A
Life at the Irish Rep.
Reserved seat tickets are $22 with
discounts for senior citizens and
students and may be purchased in
advance via VISA or MasterCard by
calling 456-8144 from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. weekdays, or in-person at
the Roberts Hall box office 10 to 4
weekdays and until the time of performance on the days of the event.

Chamber
Music Series
offers joint
recital Feb. 27
S u s a n
Nicholson, clarinet
and
saxophone,
and
Stephen
Martorella, piano,
will perform in a
joint recital in the
Rhode
Island
College Chamber
Music Series Wed–
nesday, Feb. 27, at
1 p.m. in Sapinsley
in
the
SUSAN NICHOLSON Hall
Nazarian Center
for the Performing Arts.
The program will include Kupferman’s
“Moonflowers, Baby!” a jazz essay for
solo clarinet; Nelson’s Sonata for Alto
Saxophone and piano; Prokofiev’s Sonata
No. 3 in A Minor, Opus 28; Bartok’s
Rumanian Folk Dances, and Skryabin’s
Etude in C# Minor, Opus 42, No. 5.
The performance is free and open to
the public.
Nicholson, assistant professor of
music at RIC, is
an active recitalist,
performing in all
styles from classical to jazz.
She received her
bachelor’s
and
master’s degrees in
music education
from
Winthrop
University,
S.C., STEPHEN MARTORELLA
and her doctorate
in musical arts (multiple woodwind performance) from the University of Miami.
Martorella is currently minister of music
at the First Baptist Church in America in
Providence, artistic director for the South
County Chamber Singers and an adjunct
instructor at RIC.
He has performed as soloist in Belfast,
London,
Paris,
Miami
and
the
Netherlands.
For more information, contact John
Pellegrino, at 456-9883.
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Calendar

Sundays
10 p.m.—Catholic Mass in Student
Union 306.

Mondays

through the generous support of the
College Lectures Committee.

13-17

Wed.-Sun.

RIC Theatre: “Present Laughter” by
Noel Coward in the Forman Theatre.
Noon to 1 p.m.—Bible Study. 8 p.m. performance Feb. 13-16; 2
Meetings are held in the prayer room p.m. performance Feb. 16 & 17.
in the Chaplains’ Office, Student General admission $11.
Union 300.
2:30 to 4 p.m.—Assertiveness
Workshop, in CL 130, with Elisabeth
Sundemeier. Three sessions Feb. 18,
25, and March 4. The focus will be
on learning to identify your style
of communication and developing
communication skills. The workshop
requires a commitment to active
participation. Call ahead 456-8094
to reserve a seat.

Feb. 14-March 8

Art: “Sublimation: The Sculpture
Series”* Krisjohn Horvat. Opening
reception on Feb. 14, at 7 p.m. in
Bannister Gallery.

15

Friday

6 p.m.—Fourth Annual MurderMystery Dinner Show sponsored
by SOS. In the RIC Student Union
Ballroom. Tickets are $7 per person
Wednesdays
and available at the SU Info Desk.
12:30 to 1:45 p.m.–Christian Student This year’s theme is “Survivor, The
Organization Meetings in Student Mystery.” For information, contact
Union 300. Students meet to discuss Regina Peters at 456-8122.
issues of faith and to get involved in
service activities. Stop in at any meet- 16
Saturday
ing. For more information, call the
8 p.m.—Music: WINTERJAZZ with
Chaplains’ Office at 401-456-8168.
Stefon Harris & Regina Carter. Part
12:30 to 2 p.m.—AA Meetings on of the Performing Arts Series in
Campus in CL 231. All are welcome. the Auditorium in Roberts Hall.
Reserved seating $25.

Thursdays

What's News
at Rhode Island College

Feb. 11 - 25

Photographer: Gordon E. Rowley

17

Sunday

18

Monday

7 p.m.—Annual Gospel Music Concert
for African-American History Month.
RIC Praise Ensemble Gospel Choir
in the Auditorium in Roberts Hall.
General admission $2.

22-23

Fri.-Sat.

8 p.m.—Theatre: “A Couple of
Blaguards” by Frank and Malachy
McCourt. Part of the Performing
Arts Series in Sapinsley Hall in the
Nazarian Center. Reserved seating
$22.

23

Saturday

Alumni reception, Palm Springs, CA.

24

Sunday

Alumni reception, Los Angeles, CA.
Performing Arts General
Information: 456-8194.
Box Office: 456-8144.
*Admission Free.
** Admission discounts for senior
citizens, faculty /staff, RIC and
non-RIC students.

Around the campus…

1-27
West Warwick Royal Mills Photo–
graphic Exhibition by RIC students,
faculty and alumni. At Warwick
Museum, 3259 Post Road. Call
737-0010 for Museum hours.

Monday

Tuesday

Postmaster:

Send address changes to:
What's News at Rhode Island
College Office of News and Public
Relations, 600 Mt. Pleasant Ave.,
Providence, RI 02908.

Deadline:

Deadline for submission of copy
and photos is noon the Friday two
weeks before publication date.

Telephone: (401)456-8090
Fax: 401-456-8887
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What's News
submissions welcome

What’s News
is Monday, Feb. 25.

1 p.m.—Music: Claire Stadtmueller,
soprano*. Part of the Chamber
Music Series in Sapinsley Hall in the
Nazarian Center

Deadline for submission
of copy, photos, etc.
is Friday, Feb. 15
at noon.
OUR FAIR LADY: Not Audrey Hepburn, but RIC's own Teresa
Coffman, assistant professor of music, as she appeared at the
Business Volunteers for the Arts/Rhode Island Jan. 31 annual
awards dinner.

Notice of Affirmative Action and Nondiscrimination
Rhode Island College is committed to equal opportunity and affirmative action. No student, employee, or applicant will be denied admission, employment, or access to programs and activities because
of race, sex, religion, age, color, national origin, handicap/disability status, sexual orientation/preference, or veteran status. This College policy is in concert with state and federal nondiscrimination
laws. Inquiries concerning the College’s administration of the nondiscrimination laws should be addressed to the College director of affirmative action. Reasonable accommodation upon request.

BLACK GREEN

It is published throughout the academic year except during semester
breaks. Periodicals postage paid at
Providence, RI.

The next issue of

Wednesday

12:30
p.m.—Biology
seminar.
Elizabeth Jacob, department of psychology, UMass Amherst, will present a seminar entitled “The Flexible
Behavior of Jumping Spiders,” in FLS
050. Open to the public. The department seminar series is sponsored

Rhode Island College
Office of News and Public Relations,
600 Mt. Pleasant Ave.
Providence, RI 02908

Send materials directly to our
campus office in Roberts Hall
or email to jfusco@ric.edu or
glatour@ric.edu. All materials are
subject to editorial review.

5 to 7:30 p.m.— Phylum Party.
Sample delectable morsels of food
from many different and unusual
phyla. In FLS Biology Lounge. $5 students; $15 for faculty/staff/parents;
$25 for administration.
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What's News at Rhode Island
College (US681-650) is published
biweekly by:

The Office of News and Public
Relations encourages members of
the faculty, staff and administration to submit news stories, feature
articles and department information for publication consideration
in “What’s News.”

Speaking for the Terrified, with
Tom Lavin. This eight-week self-help
group is for students whose anxiety
about speaking in public situations
interferes with their success. A brief
intake interview is required. Call
456-8094.
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Writer/Technical Assistant:
Cynthia L. Page

Alumni reception, Alamo, CA.

Noon to 1 p.m.—Mindfulness See p. 8 for a full schedule of African American History Month events.
Meditation, in CL 130 with Tom
Lavin. This group is for beginners
and experienced mediators. No
appointment or intake is required.
Open to students, faculty, and staff.
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Story ideas are welcome.
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